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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT.PDEV.UK 

SUBJECT: PUBLIC ATTITUDES IN SCOTLAND 

SUMMARY: RECENT POLL DATA WHICH APPEARS RELIABLE 
SUGGESTS THAT THE LABOR PARTY HAS MOVED INTO A SUBSTAN- 
TIAL LEAD OVER ITS TWO PRINCIPAL RIVALS IN SCOTLAND; 

THAT THE CONSERVATIVES HAVE REGAINED THEIR TRADITIONAL 
SECOND PLACE AFTER RECAPTURING A PORTION OF THE SUPPORT 
THEY LOST IN THE OCTOBER 1974 ELECTION; AND THAT THE 
SCOTTISH NATIONAL PARTY (SNP) HAS SEEN ITS POSITION 
ERODE. THESE DATA ALSO INDICATE THAT LABOR ENJOYS A 
POPULAR ADVANTAGE OVER THE OTHER PARTIES ON MOST OF THE 
SALIENT ISSUES, AND THAT THE SCOTTISH ELECTORATE, WHICH 
CONTINUES ITS OVERWHELMING REJECTION OF INDEPENDENCE, 
WILL VOTE TO APPROVE THE GOVERNMENT S DEVOLUTION PRO- 
POSALS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED A COPY OF AN APRIL 5 MARKET 
AND OPINION RESEARCH INTERNATIONAL (MORI) POLL ON 
POLITICAL ATTITUDES IN SCOTLAND WHICH WAS COMMISSIONED 
BY ITV. THIS POLL IS OF PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE BECAUSE 
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IT IS THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE SURVEY OF SCOTTISH ATTITUDES 
BY A MAJOR POLLING ORGANIZATION IN MORE THAN A YEAR. 

THE POLL WAS A QUOTA SAMPLE OF 1002 VOTERS FROM 40 
SAMPLING POINTS. ITS STATISTICAL ERROR MARGIN IS 3 
PERCENT. 

2. THE VOTER PREFERENCE DATA (EXCLUDING "DON'T KNOWS") 
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INDICATES THE LABOR PARTY ENJOYS A SUBSTANTIAL LEAD OVER 
ITS TWO MAJOR RIVALS, THE CONSERVATIVES AND THE SNP. 

THE RESULTS WERE: LABOR, 41 PERCENT; CONSERVATIVE, 30 

RESPONDENTS FAVORED THE LIBERAL PARTY. EVEN MORE 

HERETOFORE UNPUBLISHED MORI VOTER PREFERENCE DATA 
COLLECTED OVER THE PREVIOUS 17 MONTHS. THESE DATA 
INDICATE LABOR SURGED FROM THIRD TO FIRST PLACE IN THE 
JUNE-AUGUST 1977 PERIOD AND THAT ITS LEVEL OF SUPPORT 
SINCE THAT TIME HAS HELD STEADY AT AROUND 40 PERCENT. 

THE SNP, WHICH HAD A LEAD UNTIL JUNE 1977, SAW ITS 
SUPPORT DECLINE SHARPLY FROM ABOUT 38 PERCENT TO A TREND 
LINE OF ABOUT 27 PERCENT. SUPPORT FOR THE CONSERVATIVE 
PARTY, WHILE REGISTERING SHARPER MONTH-TO-MONTH CHANGES, 
HAS BEEN ON A PLATEAU OF ABOUT 30 PERCENT FOR THE ENTIRE 
17-MONTH PERIOD. 

3. MORI ALSO SOUGHT TO IDENTIFY PATTERNS OF CHANGING 
PREFERENCE AMONG SCOTTISH VOTERS BY ASKING RESPONDENTS 
HOW THEY VOTED IN OCTOBER 1974. DATA REVEALED A SIG- 
NIFICANT NET DECLINE IN SNP SUPPORT, AS 23 PERCENT OF 
FORMER SNP VOTERS RETURNED TO THEIR PARTIES OF EARLIER 
PREFERENCE: 1 1 PERCENT EACH RETURNING TO LABOR AND THE 
TORIES AND 1 PERCENT TO THE LIBERAL PARTY. THE EROSION 

OF CONSERVATIVE AND LABOR SUPPORT WAS MARKEDLY LESS: 
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THE TORIES LOST 7 PERCENT TO THE SNP AND 5 PERCENT TO 
LABOR, BUT REGISTERED A NET GAIN DUE TO THE PREVIOUSLY 
MENTIONED DEFECTIONS FROM THE SNP AND LABOR (5 PERCENT); 
LABOR LOSSES TO THE TORIES WERE BALANCED BY CONSERVATIVE 
DEFECTIONS TO LABOR, WHILE GAINS FROM THE SNP OFFSET 
LOSSES TO THAT PARTY. IN AGGREGATE TERMS, THE SNP HAS 
LOST SUPPORT; THE NET CHANGE IN LABOR'S POSITION IS 
INSIGNIFICANT; AND THE CONSERVATIVES WON BACK SIGNIFI- 
CANTLY MORE VOTERS THAN THEY LOST. THE LIBERALS WERE 
ALSO NET LOSERS. THESE DATA SUGGEST THAT LABOR, IF 
ELECTIONS WERE HELD NOW, WOULD LOSE FEW IF ANY OF THE 
SEATS IT WON IN OCTOBER 1974; THAT THE CONSERVATIVES 
WOULD WIN BACK SEVERAL OF THE SEATS THEY LOST OF THE 
SNP; AND THAT THE SNP'S WESTMINSTER REPRESENTATION MIGHT 
BE REDUCED. 

4. THE POLL DATA ALSO INDICATED THAT SCOTTISH VOTERS 
CONSIDERED UNEMPLOYMENT TO BE FAR AND AWAY THE MOST 
IMPORTANT CURRENT ISSUE - INDEED, ITS SALIENCY RATING 
WAS NEARLY TWICE AS HIGH AS THE NEXT MOST IMPORTANT 
ISSUE, PRICES. VANDALISM, HOUSING AND EDUCATION ROUNDED 
OUT THE TOP 5 ISSUES AMONG SCOTTISH VOTERS. LABOR 
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ENJOYED SUBSTANTIALLY GREATER CREDIBILITY THAN EITHER OF 
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THE OTHER TWO PARTIES ON FOUR OF THESE FIVE ISSUES (THE 
TORIES HAD A 3 PERCENT LEAD OVER LABOR ON VANDALISM). 

IT WAS NOT UNTIL THE EIGHTH RANKED ISSUE, DEVOLUTION, 

THAT THE SNP WON A LEAD OVER THE OTHER TWO PARTIES. 

5. MORI ALSO SURVEYED ATTITUDES TOWARD SCOTTISH INDE- 
PENDENCE AND THE PROPOSED REFERENDUM ON THE GOVERNMENT S 
DEVOLUTION BILL. ASKED TO EXPRESS A PREFERENCE AMONG 
INDEPENDENCE, DEVOLUTION OR THE STATUS QUO, 52 PERCENT 
OF RESPONDENTS ENDORSED DEVOLUTION. ONLY 20 PERCENT 
INDICATED A PREFERENCE FOR INDEPENDENCE, A FIGURE THAT 
HAS REMAINED CONSTANT OVER THE PAST FOUR YEARS; 25 PER- 
CENT PREFERRED THE STATUS QUO. ASKED HOW THEY EXPECTED 
TO VOTE IN THE REFERENDUM. 63 PERCENT INDICATED THEY 
WOULD SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT'S PROPOSALS, WHILE 27 PER- 
CENT SAID THEY WOULD VOTE AGAINST. THIS SUGGESTS THAT 
THE MINIMUM POLL REQUIREMENT IMPOSED BY ANTI- 
DEV OLUTIONISTS IN COMMONS WOULD PROBABLY NOT AFFECT 
THE RESULT. 
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6. COMMENT: GENERALLY THESE DATA TEND TO CONFIRM THE 
TRENDS WE AND OTHER OBSERVERS HAVE PERCEIVED AND ARE 
CONSISTENT WITH THE GLASGOW-GARSCADDEN BY-ELECTION 
RESULTS (LONDON 5858). THE SALIENCY OF CERTAIN ISSUES 
- E.G. VANDALISM AND EDUCATION - WAS UNEXPECTED AND 
SEEMS SUI GENERIS TO SCOTLAND. LABOR'S SUBSTANTIAL 
LEAD ON MOST OF THE SALIENT ISSUES WAS SOMEWHAT GREATER 
THAN WE MIGHT HAVE GUESSED. BUT MOST SIGNIFICANT FROM 
THE STANDPOINT OF THE FUTURE POLITICAL INTEGRITY OF THE 
UK WAS THE FACT THAT THE GOVERNMENT S DEVOLUTION 
PROPOSALS HAVE THE SUPPORT OF AN OVERWHELMING MAIORITY 
OF SCOTS. 
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